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The Chemical Weapons Convention at a Glance

● A comprehensive disarmament treaty
● Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is the implementing body
● 193 member states 
● Entered into force in 1997
● All declared CW stockpiles destroyed as of 2023

Source: Preamble to the Chemical Weapons Convention



Selected Timeline of OPCW Collaborations with and 
Scientific Experts

1997

Scientific Advisory Board

2015

Education and Outreach 
Advisory Board

2015

OPCW Designated Laboratory 
Network

2018

Medical Symposium on Victims 
of Chemical Warfare

2021

Decision on Use of Aerosolized 
CNS Acting Agents

2023

Opening of OPCW ChemTech 
Centre



What is the status of CW threats today?



Current Paradigms

1. Preventing 
reemergence

Relates to: Verification, 

Inspections, Compliance, 

Transparency, Capacity 

Building, National 

Implementation, Emerging 

Technologies, Dual Use, 

Non-State Actors, Education

2. Promoting peaceful 
uses of chemistry

Relates to: Youth Outreach, 

National Implementation, 

Capacity Building, Norm 

Strengthening, S&T 

Developments, Science 

Diplomacy, Preventing Misuse

3. Addressing past 
CW events

Relates to: Public Health, 

Capacity Building, 

Preparedness and Emergency 

Response, Education, 

Accountability, Justice

The Pugwash CBW Working Group can address 
challenges in all three areas.



1: Preventing CW Reemergence

Challenges

1. Verification, inspections, and 
compliance

2. Advancements in science and 
technology

3. Acquisition by non-state actors
4. Need to increase youth awareness of 

CW Source: OPCW website



2: Promoting Peaceful Uses of Chemistry

Challenges

1. How to disseminate knowledge 
effectively

2. How to prevent misuse of chemistry
3. Keeping up with advancements in 

science and technology

Source: OPCW website



3: Addressing Past CW Events

Challenges

Old, abandoned, and sea-dumped weapons: 

1. Cooperation between member states
2. Resources needed for safe clean up 

Human health:

1. Questions of attribution and justice 
2. Coordination of medical equipment, aid, and                                                 

further research

Source: Pugwash website



From International Symposium on Medical Treatment of Chemical Warfare Victims: 
Challenges and Hopes 

OPCW Headquarters, The Hague, 28-29 June 2018



Recommendations for the Working Group

Addressing past CW events03
● Revitalize the Symposium on Medical Treatment of 

Chemical Warfare Victims and develop it further

● Create a network of scientists working on abandoned and 

sea dumped munitions for knowledge sharing and capacity 

building

Promoting peaceful uses of 
chemistry02

● Develop a comprehensive chemistry curriculum that 

includes knowledge of the CWC, Hague Ethical Guidelines, 

science diplomacy, and misuse of chemistry 

● Develop an outreach plan to engage with youth

Preventing CW reemergence01
● Identify most pressing issues related to intersection of 

verification and S&T

● Support regional disarmament efforts



Discussion


